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ÅHistorically abundant in Greater & Lesser Antilles 
ÅExtirpated from Lesser Antilles ƛƴ муллΩǎΦ  
ÅNesting known now only on Hispaniola. 
ÅPopulation estimate: ~ 1,000-2000 breeding pairs. 
Å IUCN Redlist status: endangered 
ÅUrgent need for study of distribution & basic breeding ecology  

Black-capped Petrel 



Project Goals 
ÅLocating, mapping and monitoring nests and nesting success on 

Lomo del Toro, Dominican Republic and Morne Vincent, Haiti 
Å Searching for additional nesting sites in the Sierra de Bahoruco 
ÅConducting on-the-ground surveys in the Cordillera Central in areas 

indicated by radar as possible nesting sites 
ÅIdentification and documentation of possible predators and 

predation levels 
ÅEvaluation of petrel behavior near cell phone towers at Loma del 

Toro 
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Methods 
ÅNest search and monitoring by direct observation, borrow scopes and 

infrared cameras. 
Å Identification and documentation of possible predators  by direct 

observation and camera traps 

Jose Luis 



Characteristics of nesting sites: 
 
All sites on northern ridge of Sierra de Bahoruco within an 8km stretch 



Open pine forest (old wide spaced stands) with  
broadleaf undergrowth, little or no ground vegetation 



Nests in small clusters of up to 10 nests (between 1800 
and 2300 m asl) 



Ground: rocky  limestone outcrop with (deep) cracks and 
covered with thick pine needle layer 



 
 

Characteristics of Nests 
 
Nests can be more than 2 
m deep within crevices of  
limestone rock 
 
In pine tuff, nests are not 
very deep (approximately 
.5 to 1 m)  
 
Nest layered with dry pine 
needles and fern leaves 
 
 


